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Presentation Objectives

A Explain what LoTW is.
A Who uses LoTW?

A How much does it cost?
A Why use it?

A How to get started.

A How to use it.

A My Results.



What Is 1t?
What Is It not?



What is Logbook of The World?

ARRL's Logbook of the World (LoTW) system is a repository of log records submitted by
users from around the world. When both participants in a QS0 submit matching QSO
records to LoTW, the result is a QSL that can be used for ARRL award credit.

Logbook of the World can accommodate every possible user scenario. It makes no
difference if you operate from home, portable, mobile, maritime, DXpedition or

whatever, LoTW can be setup to properly process your logs and match QSOs for all of
your operations.

To minimize the chance of fraudulent submissions to LoTW, all QS0 records must be
digitally signed using a digital certificate obtained from ARRL. Obtaining such a
certificate requires verification of the licensee's identity either through mail verification
(US) or inspection by ARRL of required documentation (non-US).

Software developed by ARRL can be used to convert a log file (in ADIF or Cabrillo file
format) into a file of digitally signed QSO data, ready for submission to LoTW.

LoTW began operation on September 15, 2003.



What Logbook is not.

Logbook of the World is not a backup or on-line storage of your logs. Computer failures
can and will happen so safeguards must be taken to protect important data. LoTW
users should be in the habit of backing up important files to external media for
safekeeping.

Logbook of the World does not replace paper QSL cards. Many hams you enjoy
swapping and collecting colorful QSL cards and are encouraged to go on with this time
honored tradition in addition to using LoTW. Using LoTW saves QSL card collectors the
hassle of sending cherished mementos to ARRL HQ for verification.

Creating a LoTW account is easy and it's FREE!



Who uses It?

A 27,799 individuals or organizations and
me, W200

A Currently 230,878,741 QSO records are
stored

A42,276 unigqgue call si
represented

A21, 984, 766 QSLOs have



How much does it cost?

A LoTW costs absolutely nothing unless an
award application is submitted

A You DO NOT need to be a member of
ARRL to use LoTW



Why use It?

A Individual amusement
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A Application cost is approximately the same
as a nNnpapero applicat



Some tips

A Your mailing address registered with the FCC must be
accurate!

A Getting Started and using LoTW will seem tedious at first

A You should be at least familiar with using a computer on
the internet to start

A While manual entry of log data is possible it is
Impractical

A Use of computer logging software makes the task much
easier.

A Patience in the beginning is essentiall!!
A Browse to http://www.arrl.org/lotw/



Setting Up A NEW LoTW Account

Before beginning to install Logbook of The World it is highly recommended that you
create a folder on your desktop for all of your LoTW files.

We assume that you have basic computer skills and a working knowledge of your
operating system.

The basic steps of creating your LoTW account are:
e Download the software

Create a certificate request

Upload the request

Authenticate your request

Load the certificate

Back-up the certificate



New Users
begin here.

tw GET STARTED







